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the Bible for centuries accepted by the Church, this conflict
between the classical learning and the Christian faith became
most clearly defined. Perhaps no single event of this general
conflict had so great an influence upon succeeding genera-
tions, by which it was repeated over and over, as that of his
famous vision (374). Dreaming that he was dead and
dragged before the judgment seat, he was asked the ques-
tion, " Who art thou?" Upon answering, "A Christian," he
heard with the stricken conscience that repeated its awful
warning to many successive generations, the terrible judg-
ment, " It is false: thou art no Christian; thou art a Cicero-
nian; where the treasure is, there the heart is also." Jerome
..was also chiefly responsible for the introduction of monusti-
cism into the West. The love of learning and the ascetic
idea were the two conflicting motives appealing to him
throughout his life. As is shown by his constant ({notation
from classical authors, he could not entirely give up his love
for pagan learning, though after this vision he turned his
scholarship entirely to scriptural study and religious writings.
While he could no longer favor an education in the old litera-
ture, lie could not bring himself absolutely to condemn it.
As-he shows in his Letter to Lavta (CVII) he believed that if
such studies were to be permitted at all, it should be u rather
to judge them than to follow them."
In the case of St. Augustine the same retrograde move-
ment in respect to appreciation for the old learning is to
be found as in the ease of Jerome. Augustine (354 430),
until middle life a teacher of rhetoric and oratory, had begun
a cyclopedia on the liberal arts, of which he completed the
portion on grammar, a part of that on music, and the intro-
ductions to the other parts. 11 is treatise on dialectic, either
original or epitomes from Aristotle, had considerable influ-
ence in the later Middle Ages. Not so thorough a scholar as
Jerome, he yet was a man of broad interests and sympathies,
and one passionately fond of Latin literature, Being intel-